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A
sk any patient who he best remembers from his 
hospital stay and you may be surprised to learn 
that it’s not only his doctor. 

He may remember with fondness the 
cheerful nurse who cared for him during his 

brief stay. Or the patient physiotherapist who helped him 
get back on his feet. 

With today’s changing healthcare needs, a robust 
healthcare system is no longer merely about doctors and 
their patients. It is now a sophisticated system, comprising 
many players with many diverse skills.  

Increasingly, nurses and allied health workers —  
including physiotherapists, medical social workers,  
radiographers, speech therapists, among others — are 
becoming an important part of quality patient care. 

Fuelled by a growing and ageing population and 
despite the economic downturn, job opportunities in the 
healthcare profession abound. 

Last year, Minister for Health, Mr Khaw Boon Wan, 

announced that an additional 4,500 doctors, nurses, phar-
macists and allied health professionals will be recruited 
over the next two years. 

Over the longer term, the public healthcare sector 
aims to fill 6,200 positions by 2012.

This year, the Ministry of Health will also fund  
suitable candidates who wish to make a mid-career 
switch to professions in the allied health sector. For a start,  
250 people will receive heavy training subsidies, an  
allowance during training, and a job waiting for them 
upon graduation. 

In addition, the number of scholarships for students 
interested in healthcare will be increased. 

At least 250 local and overseas scholarships for vari-
ous allied health disciplines, including one for polytechnic 
graduates to pursue a one-year degree conversion course 
overseas, will be offered.  

If you are keen on a career in the healthcare industry, 
turn the pages to find out more.
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